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Right thinking lies at the foundation of right
action.* Moral purity depends on right
thinking and right acting.?

This simple principle if understood and wisely
appreciated is one of the keysto a changed life.
Thoughts form the basis of character. It is
character which decides one’s eternal destiny.
The ability to enjoy heaven and whether or not a
person can be trusted in heaven will depend upon
the settled, established state of his or her thoughts

and feelings at the end of that person’s life. Give careful attention to the thoughts you allow or provide
for your mind. They are shaping your character and determining your eternal destiny.

PRINCIPLE

THOUGHTS ARE EXPRESSED IN WORDS, AND
THE WORDSREACT UPON THE THOUGHTS,
AND PRODUCE OTHER WORDS2 IF THE
THOUGHTSARE RIGHT, THE WORDSWILL BE
RIGHT #

ITISALAW OF NATURE THAT OUR
THOUGHTSAND FEELINGS ARE
ENCOURAGED AND STRENGTHENED ASWE
GIVE THEM UTTERANCE.®

AN EDUCATION DERIVED CHIEFLY FROM
BOOKSLEADSTO SUPERFICIAL THINKING.
PRACTICAL WORK ENCOURAGESCLOSE
OBSERVATION AND INDEPENDENT
THOUGHT.®

IFTHE THOUGHTSARE RIGHTLY
DISCIPLINED, IT WILL BE A FARLESS
DIFFICULT TASK TO CONTROL THE
FEELINGS.” IF THE THOUGHTS ARE WRONG,
THE FEELINGSWILL BE WRONG; AND THE
THOUGHTSAND FEELINGS COMBINED MAKE
UP THE MORAL CHARACTER.?

IFTHE THOUGHTS, THE DREAMINGS OF THE
MIND, ARE OF GREAT PURPOSESIN WHICH
SELF FIGURES, THERE WILL BE REVEALED IN
WORDSAND ACTIONS SELF-EXALTATION, A
LIFTING UP OF SELF.°

IMPORTANCE

Shows the origin of our words and how words
affect thoughts.

Explains how thoughts and feelings are
strengthened.

Tells how to avoid superficia thinking and how
to devel op independent thought.

Shows the close connection between thoughts
and feelings. Explains how the feelings can be
controlled or influenced.

Explains one reason why a person may speak
and act proudly, boastfully or in a conceited
manner.
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According to the Bible, wickedness and evil start with thoughts. Early in earth’s history, God saw the
tendency of men’s thoughts and imaginations. And God saw that the wickedness of man [was] great in the
earth, and [that] every imagination of the thoughts of his heart [was] only evil continually. Genesis 6:5
The imagination is made up of thoughts.

Thefirst work of those who would reform isto purify the imagination.»
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PRINCIPLE

IF THE IMAGINATION ISCONSTANTLY
OVERFED AND STIMULATED BY FICTITIOUS
LITERATURE, IT SOON BECOMESA TYRANT,
CONTROLLING ALL THE OTHER FACULTIES
OF THE MIND AND CAUSING THETASTETO

BECOME FITFUL AND THE TENDENCIES
PERVERSE.!

LOW SONGS, LEWD GESTURES, EXPRESSIONS,
AND ATTITUDESDEPRAVE THE IMAGINATION
AND DEBASE THE MORALS.*?

A MIND THAT EASILY STUMBLESOVER HURT
FEELINGSWILL CONJURE UP MISTAKEN
IDEASOF ALL KINDS®

DISEASE ISSOMETIMES PRODUCED, AND IS
OFTEN GREATLY AGGRAVATED, BY THE
IMAGINATION.* WHEN THE WILL IS
DORMANT, THE IMAGINATION BECOMES
ABNORMAL, ANDIT ISIMPOSSIBLE TO RESIST
DISEASE ©®

IF THE MIND WERE ACCUSTOMED TO
CONTEMPLATE ELEVATING SUBJECTS, THE
IMAGINATION TRAINED TO BEHOLD PURE
AND HOLY THINGS, IT WOULD BE FORTIFIED
AGAINST TEMPTATION.*¢

NATION

IMPORTANCE

Explains why fictitious literature is not good
for the imagination

Explains how the imagination is depraved.

Shows one source of mistaken ideas..

Explains how the imagination is related to
disease.

Tellswhy it isimportant to train the mind to
behold that which is pure and holy..
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POSITIVE ASPECTSOF THE LAW OF THOUGHTS

WHEN THE LORD SEES THE DETERMINED EFFORT MADE TO RETAIN ONLY PURE
THOUGHTS, HE WILL ATTRACT THE MIND, LIKE THE MAGNET,
AND PURIFY THE THOUGHTS.”

THINK RIGHT THOUGHTS, AND YOU WILL PERFORM RIGHT ACTIONS.®

THE MIND BECOMES PURE, AND BROAD, AND ELEVATED WHEN THE THOUGHTS AND
CONVERSATION ARE OF THAT CHARACTER.»

SUMMARY THOUGHT: THOUGHTSLEAD TO CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT

UN-CHRIST-LIKE CHARACTER - Developed by intentionally viewing, hearing or thinking about
killing, adultery, stealing, covetousness, lying, swearing, dishonor of parents, self-worship, idol worship
or dishonor to God

CHRIST-LIKE CHARACTER - Developed by intentionally viewing, hearing or thinking about
whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things [are] honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things
[are] pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; any virtue, and anything
worth genuine praise.
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