EXCELLENCE OF CHARACTER

The excellence of a man is determined by his possession of the virtues of Christ. {CW 175.4}

Through faith, every deficiency of character may be supplied, every defilement cleansed, every
fault corrected, every excellence developed. {AA 563.2}

In the lives of God's people the truths of His word are to reveal their glory and excellence.
Through His people Christ is to manifest His character and the principles of His kingdom.
{COL 296.3}

All the varied capabilities that men possess--of mind and soul and body--are given them by God,
to be so employed as to reach the highest possible degree of excellence. But this cannot be a
selfish and exclusive culture; for the character of God, whose likeness we are to receive, is
benevolence and love. Every faculty, every attribute, with which the Creator has endowed us, is
to be employed for his glory and for the uplifting of our fellow-men. And in this employment is
found its purest, noblest, and happiest exercise. {CE 64.1}

Without pure, unsullied virtue, none can ever rise to any honorable eminence. But noble
aspirations and the love of righteousness are not inherited. Character cannot be bought; it must
be formed by stern efforts to resist temptation. The formation of a right character is the work of a

lifetime, and is the outgrowth of prayerful meditation united with a grand purpose. {FE 87.2}

If we would become better acquainted with Jesus, we should love Him for His goodness and
excellence and we should desire to become so assimilated to His divine character that all would
know that we had been with Jesus, and learned of Him. {LHU 266.2}

Purity of thought must be cherished as indispensable to the work of influencing others. The soul
must be surrounded by a pure, holy atmosphere, an atmosphere that will tend to quicken the
spiritual life of all who inhale it. (SD 316.)

No deep-seated love for Jesus can dwell in the heart that does not see and realize its own
sinfulness. The soul that is transformed by grace will admire His divine character; but if we do
not see our own moral deformity, it is unmistakable evidence that we have not had a view of the
beauty and excellence of Christ. The less we see to esteem in ourselves, the more we shall see
to esteem in the infinite purity and loveliness of our Saviour. A view of our own sinfulness drives
us to Him who can pardon. {OHC 27.3}

Repentance for sin is the first fruits of the working of the Holy Spirit in the life. It is the only
process by which infinite purity reflects the image of Christ in His redeemed subjects.
{6BC 1068.6}

The mind must be trained to dwell upon heavenly things. Humility will come as the result of
discerning the loveliness of Jesus Christ. Dwelling upon Christ's excellencies of character, we
shall see the offensive character of sin and will by faith grasp the righteousness of Jesus Christ.
We will cultivate the virtues that dwell in Jesus, that we may reflect to others a representation of
His character. When we look at the cross of Calvary, we will not exalt self, but keep constantly in
view our unworthiness and how much our salvation cost heaven; we will discern Christ's
matchless love. {TDG 261.4}

Jesus proposes to take man's deformity and sin, and to give him, in return, beauty and
excellence in his own character. He engages to renovate the soul through the truth. {YRP 57.4}



